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23 September 1981

MEMORANDUM T'OR:  Chicf, Classification Review Division

FROM:

SUBJECT':

Chief, Operations Branch

Meeting with Alan Thompson

1. On 18 September 1981 I had a meeting with Alan Thompson, Director of

Declassific

a.

b.

ation Division of NARS. The following issues werc discussed:

Mr. Thompson wanted to make sure that we had a copy of the letter

from H. L. Theobald of the Historical Section of the British Cabi-

net Office expressing to Mr. Thompson the British concern over our

ability to protect information acquired orally and put in U.S. _
originated documents; and, Mr. Thompson's reply. 1 had seen the 25X1
Theobald letter but could not recall Alan's letter so I kept copies

of each and they are attached hereto. I will check and if they

have not been circulated among CRD reviewers we might want to

arrange that and copies should go to [} if they have not 25X1
alrcady been sent. .

Mr. Thompson asked if I had heard of Nicholas Bethell. When I ans-
wered that I had not, Mr. Thompson explained that he is a writer who
is working on a project to write about the British and American
operation against Albania, 1949-53. Mr. Bethell claims that so
much information concerning this coperation is already in the pub-
lic domain that it is absurd in 1981 to deny the fact of the opera-
tion's existence. Bethell has hired the firm of Messrs. Reid and
Priest of 1111 19th Street, N.W., Washington, DC, 20036, to preparc
an OIA request. That was as of 6 August 1981. ALl this is ex- 25X1
plained in a letter from Rethell to the British, a copy-of which is

attached. What is unique about this is that Bethell is talking to parti-
cipants in the operation and names two Americans, |
| | with whom he apparently has already spoken. Mr. Thompson
is aware that FOIA requests come to IPD and will be sent to them. If
Rethell is talking to purticipants in the Albania operation there appears
to be prescious little that we can do about it.
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Mr. Thompson again brought up the Professor Cruikshank matter, the
Fnglish historian who, with official government backing, is pre-
paring to write a history of British-American collaboration in the
Southeast Asian arca during WWII. Mr. Thompson is concerncd that
this request will be made to various U.S. Government elements by
the British and that these elements will not provide a coordinated
response. I repeated to Mr. Thompson that this basically is not
our primary interest but that the Historian's office, which has
already heard about this matter, and TPD if an T'OIA request is
involved, would be the normal points of contact. We might get in
as reviewers since the material is old. Mr. Thompson will try to
do as much as he can by watching for relevant information when

the NARS people reoview the 198 feet of 0SS vecords. le has looked
at the files titles of this material and rcalizes that there will
be prescious little in it for Professor Cruikshank. I assured

Mr. Thompson that if the British made the appropriate represcnta-
tions that we certainly would give them an appropriate and reason-
able response. 1 also told Mr. Thompson that 1 would again alert
the History Staff, IPD, and | |the DO to in some
small way help ensure that the matter does not drop between the
cracks here.

25X1

Finally, Mr. Thompson brought up the matter of the Vivian Dykes
Diaries. This is a 55-page memo written by the Lnglishman Dykes
about an extensive trip that he took in 1941 with Gen. Donovan
during which they visited British intelligence officers in the field
in several countries. From what we learned in the past a copy of
the diary was in Donovan's papers, was quoted in sanitized form by
Tom Troy in his book on Donovan, and that we reviewed the document
and okayed it for release. Donovan's papers have been turned over
to the Military History Library in Carlise, PA by Donovan's son and
are to be kept closed to everyone except Anthony Cave Prown who is
writing a Biography of Donovan. A year after Erown finishes the
biography the papers will be opened to others. In trying to locate
a copy of the diary for the British {who can't seem to find a copy
in their records), Mr. Thompson called the Library in Carlisc and
was informed that the Donovan papers had been handed over to Brown
who was keeping them in his Virginia residence. Mr. Thompson then
called Brown who confirmed that he recalled seeing the diary in the
papers and when he had the time he would look for it. Mr. Thompson
told Brown that all he wanted to do was to read the document and
could do that in the presence of Brown. Asked to describe the con-
tents of the paper, Brown mentioned that it gave the names of scve-
ral Britishers who werc met by Dykes and Donovan. (It is the names
of these British intelligence officers that the British want to pro-
tect). Brown mentioncd that there is also a photo copy of the diary.
(With this in mind we could scarch through the miniature photo copics
of the Donovan appears to see if we could come up with a copy of the
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Dykes Diaries to help Mr. Thompson and the British and make it unneces- 25X1
sary for Mr. Thompson to go back to Brown in another attempt to get a
copy for the British. [ told Mr. Thompson that I would advise him if
we came up with anything.
25X1 | |
25X1 -
Attachments: ,

1. Ltr from H. L. Theobald to Alan Thompson

2. Ltr from Alan Thompson to H. L. Theobald

3. Ltr from Nicholas Bethell to Lord Hailsham

iistribution:

Orig - C/CRD, w/att (Liaison w/NARS)
- IPD, w/att .

- UK Desk, DO, w/att

- IMS, w/att

History Stal!
- CRD/OPS, w/att
- Chrono, w/o att

L 1

25X 1 w/att

1
1
1.
1
1
1
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March 25, 1981

Mr. H, L. Theobald
Historical Section
Cabinet QOffine
Hepburn House

. Marsham Streat
London, SWiP LMW
=N GLAND

Dsar Theos

Thank you very much for your lstier of 17 i'ebruary {your ref, H.oh20,, I
espsclally appreciats your -kind remarks concernling my exposition of the
records ecene 1in Yashlmton.

I will bve turning my attention to the comments made by you and others on

my notes of the October visit to London in the next few wesks. This letter
is focusad--as was yvours--on the question of protection of British classi-
fied information found in and amenx U.3. reconis,

The natter of appropriats protection of Rritish (and other forelen country)

origlnated classified information passed orally is of considerabls concsrn

to all of us. It im a particularly worriscme matter as Zxecutlva Order

12065 drives us to reviasw U.3. records containing orally provided infermation
before it becomes 30 years old.

The problem bepins with identifying in U.S. originated documents informatiosn
provided by British (and other) officisls. In the vast majority of cases
thils fact is readily apparent and sven tne nationality of the sourcs can ‘e
detarminsd. The second problem is mors difficult--whethsr tig informatliorn
was provided with the oxpectation, expressed or implied, that the inforw
mation shared be held in confiderce., At times this expectation im clear

and unequivocal. DBut in nost cases the undertaiing by the recaiving U,S,
official is not clear from the evidencs in the document and the prasencea f

a .3, clasalfication marking is not conclusive, -

Our reviewers are instructed to revliew all documents containing orally
proviled forelgn sovernment information with rreat care. ¥e search for every

clue and indication of *hs intent of the provider of the infermation and the
understanding of the reciplient. Jometimes the senaitive content of the

information provides tha only clus as to the probdable intsntions of both
rarties, The stalf has been advised that if thers is any doubt as to the
appropriate actlon to talke in a gseacific cese, that it should be withdrawn het
subjected to anothexr review whan it become 30 years old. To snsure that
svery vreviewer in HARS has thla Inetruction I have isawed an information
memorandum on this very topic. A copy is enclosed.
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The amendment to tha languase cf Ssction 2.2 of the Juldelinss v avaban: -t -
reviow of forelsn Uovernment laformation vroposed in vour “attey c-r:&w.iz:‘};r '
wonld remove doublt aa to the alements <lsarly to be included undar tos haaiing
"rroviled In any manner.” 1 have shaved vom Isiter and the infeormiatise '
momorandwn with my ccllseaues in lefonss, State, "nerry, CIA, AU, and the
Infornation Security Oversisht Office, !‘hay alac ars considarisy now to
Immedlataly provide inctruction to decleasiflcation reviewers on thia ~attar,
W¥hen thess ~uldelinas are vaviewsd nsxt yesx we will more Tormally consi-ler
your language chanse.

javing sald a1l of this, T can now Lell you that the problsm may te rasclvad

fn large part by amsndine ixecuilve “mdar 12065, Anong maay otnor matters helro
consldered is a proposal that tha U.3. ‘overnaent ravert to ti.e sarlier neeetdog
of reviewing classified information a3 it bLocomas 30 vears old., wre af tha
telllng reasons behlnd propnsing this chanre 18 the concern olvoide-and aomeniall
amonys our cleseal alllisg—-rasgariing cur procelviaen {or proteciir.- wralon !
overnmmant information nrovidsed In cordldence {or a minlmen of “,41 Pool oyoara,

If thls proposal to fall back to a 0-raur 3l Is socepted, @6 will ©eve

renoved In larss moasurs this varticolsr cuncern on your rach, 7 wil kena-
Joper, Pater, and you informed as ins Jelibheratlons on suercdmance moreos: 1,

In the meantime you mey “a aure 2ll of us »311 do cor very tant bo o coatina
to protect your scnsitive Inlormerion ry-viied vally.

Thank you also for incluling the cuwiznta >0 Judy Rohartgon concamin: yes s N
AR N B

prozrams and fuel requivesants, 1 o conandzing with 003 Ciftse o " oamda
fleation on polnta she ra‘nen,

Jincarely,

i . . 4 e

N A A

ZOWIN A, THOMPSCE
Mrector
Records Deaclassification Uivialon

inclosure

i TR Desan - 'B1L
Ofinial File - NND =
Hobert Durf - DO

]- i

f‘vt ‘Jﬂ.n uook LOU
Fronda Reger - NSO
dreve Garfinkle - TSO0
oy File - NND

Hogrer Coarrick - Bribtlich Pnbocosy

LAThompson/rmg  3=0A-0t
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CABINIT OTFICF

S TORICAL SECTION
Hepture House, Marham Streer, Loundor, swiv 45

etephone: or-ug ~{500
Our Ref: 11,0472

Py Aprid 1%y

;}L&/\ ; A/ { AWV

Many thanks for vour leiier of 29 March, This VFas heen mosi helpful in dispelling
anv major lingering apprebensions over the treatment of Briti«h claseifind
inTormation to be found in US-held records,

A obest, Public Kecords sdminisiraiion i o inesaet seieicrs and it da, 1 ogpyee
pearvicularly inexsct din 1dentifving carreni iy (’]PSE’(f'iP{T nTormaiion vioieh mayv
have been gathereid wANYy vears uge in ouanrvecorded discuseion ayr canvepsg: tar, ..f
can thevefore see 1hat vour rivisvors {ang indend Ours 100 1 a8 recinracsl cti1ine
tion! might find diificul:v in deiarmining wheihor sneh im‘n:'rszim.; recorded iy

a Despateh some 20 or 30 vears previonslyv, should he 1he suhject of Tuierngtiorsl
clenwrence,

Wo are content thal revieswsers con noraalls be roeliod unnt o ta use tlhieir ooad
and discretion in those circumsiances pnd there e 1o problem aboit {eaving '
matter to the exercise of (heir iudpement.,  Nevortholos.. i{ s r-nml‘n.—-g B TELI B PR
vou have, in consultotion weth vour (olleapurs in {50 US Departmont s fpnoedi ooy
concerned, preparcd a Susff infarmation Yemorsndom 1o suppiement the Delioitione
in ection B of the Guidelines for the Evedemio e yevicw of foreion gove rimern
information daled 5 Mareh 1020, I am graiefal for t(he comv of e Moamorandam,
dated 26 Mavch 1981, copies of whieh | will eiveulate 1o all 1hose YK Gover:
Bepartments and agencies 10 whom ! originallv cent the Goidel e ai 5 taped
This will T am sure diepel any mizgivings which we may have had nhout ivformasiay
pasz=ed orally, .

Dam civeulating capies of vour letter (o seloe{ed Bepartments aud jud. Robiricon
will wote that the URALA observaiions on the US Bepariment of Tuorm ' (Vg ¥ican
tion Guidelines are receiving the stieniion of that Peparinef,

I was intervesied (o neoie {rom vouyr letter, and {trom correspondense whiecn | fad
seen between Roger Carrick and Pere: Buleirode, thet the frivre of 1he B nyng
Exeeutive Order No. 12005 i3 verv wicl in {he balance, 't i« vint of cavree far wue
to teke views sbout the ditectiong- which U2 Peaislation mivhit fakesr bt wivin won

Mo fdwin A Thompson
Director Hecovds Dectuywsiticny oy 1
“aeiona1ARPrAYed For Release 2005/08/02 | CIA’RDP93B01194R001300080003-7
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have nbﬁ?rvyd the poing, T entirely sgree thatl it would remove scinn ap 3
cnneern if the normal cloaed veriod in the US were o ronéér‘“‘dlfh flbhc N
an whzcﬁ*up ourselves are likely 1o remain for ﬁnmn t;mp“( '.a1 L ?O veor L.
reducinﬁfﬁhu propozed 20 years, i o e o
é?rtﬁf %arLﬁT Conneot?un vou will notice thati e Committee of Fronipe unde

. uncan Wilson {whose tepori Pal Bartes sont vou on prhlication de | e
despite many other recommendaiions for chango d;cidpd oy 4? iﬁ“ &?Y}1 h§¥4
aur T()«yom‘ normal elosed pnr?r-,g]. L] b H BGiNe Guv i.!.!(uf'é.ﬁl}(‘iu ot

T o . Tpyer A b3 e
I am channellins ihis veply threueh Roger Carrick in Washingiosn

/{' i A~ A
S
f',"
et {,

(8 1 THE oBALD)
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